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ic with lik occurrence, which. gave Vi ith DT 
to! the pe dara our text, is thus related by mm” 
Evyangeliſt: And being in Bethany, in the #4 ng 
of Simon the leper, as he ſat at meat, there came a 

woman Having an ala baſte $A ointment of 

gear. very Precious + ANC he brake the box pet? 5 
and pou e And there were ſome . 
that had pot 2 within themſclves, and ſaid, . 

Why was this waſte. of ointment made? For 1 
par have been fold for more than three hundred 
pence, and given to the poor. And they mur- 
mured . Her. And Jeſus ſaid, Let her alone, 
hy, trouble Jeher ! 285 hath. wrou ght a good 
wort on me. For ye have the poor — you al- 

Ways, and whenſocver ye will ye. may do them 

geen but me ye have nat Ways: os: 

She wiſhed to do honour to a perſon, whom he 

elicemed the ene prophet God, ang, Saviour | 
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of the world. And ſhe thought the expence 
which ſhe was at, too. ſmall a tribute to fo 
much worth. Her attention muſt have been 
peculiarly grateful to Sur Lord, at this mel- 
ancholy period of his life; for When are re- 
ſpect and kindneſs felt by us with more lively 
pleaſure, than at thoſe moments when the world 
looks indignant upon us; and we have ſad ap- 
rehenſions of coming events | Within zue days, 
be was to be ſeized upon, crucified, and ſlain. 
This was the 4% day of his publick teaching. 
In this fituation, the cool, ſpirited economical re- 
marks of his diſciples particulary hurt him; and 
he obſerves upon them, with thoſe ſentiments of 
truth, which deſerve the ſerious conſideration of 
all, who pay him reverence in every age, Let 
her alone, why trouble, ye her? She hath wrought 
a good work on me. For ye have the poor with 
with you always, and whenfoever ye will, ye may 
do them good: but me ye have not always. The 
ſpirit of our Lord's exhortation is evidently this, 
that he was in thole peculiar cicumſtances of de- 
jection and ſorrow, which juſtified all; WhO knew 
him, for their inattention to the unhappy Who 
were uſually about them, and whom they might 
daily relieve, for chooſing him the ſole object of 
all the offices of reſpect and good will, Which gen- 
ecrous ſympathy and Kindneſs would allow Rim. 
Do not thele ſentiments meet with our fulleſt 
approbation? There are objects of Hhumanity 
whom we are bound to compaſſſonate and relieve; 
and yet we ſhall not, in any degree, complete our 


5 * 4 * 1 24 1 e 4 2 * n ak and F . dp 
duty towards them, unleſs, for a time, they en- 
gage our minds and affect ions With an undivided 
force. Are we not juſtifible then, in granting them 
our immediate, aud whole attention? If our eye 
1 n VT 9 
was caught with the ſight of à fellow creature in 
danger of inſtant deſtruction, unleſs directly 1 
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ſiſted, ſhould we not, if governed by our hearts, 
leap forward to his relief, totally forgetful of all 
J..; 41 Ohabrut bag, 
The ſpirit of the .coxrrora TION; to which we, 
MYR ESPE CTABLE HEARERS, belong; and the 
objects, of which we are met together at this time, 
particularly to conſider, is of this confined nat ure. 
It may be aſked by ſome, who make pretenſions 
to ſuperibur reaſon and humanity, why ſo much 
expenſe of time and property upon particular ob- 
jects of charity? Why are they not devoted to 
the tohole number of the miſerable ?- In this mode, 
might not more good be done, more happineſs 
produced? To ſuch queſtions, we may reply in 
the language of our . ye have the poor 
with you always, and whenſoever ye will ye may 
do them good; but me ye have not always.” 
Loet us conſider the objects of diſtreſs, which our 
Society think themſelves juſtiſied for contempla- 
ting excluſively of others, at ſeveral yearly meet- 
ings; and for relieving, when they meet with 
them in preference to all others; and ſee wheth- 
er the ſpirit of our text does not afford us a ſuffi- 
cient apology. D971, Thats 6 FA CTA WIT ove Ts RITTER 
I. The firſt object is thoſe unfortunate per- 
ſons, who are ſuffocated by drowning, hanging, 
or any other cauſe ; and are apparently dead. 
Not many years fince, perſons in appearance dead 
were believed to be ſo in reality; and were quick- 
Iy committed to the grave. But ſome ſucceſsful 
_ endeayours, ariſing from the joint operation of 
ingenious curioſity, and a humane diſpoſition, 
to reſuſcitate bodies in this hazardous ſtate, en- 
couxaged a repetition of the experiments whenever 
ſubjects preſented. It was found, in ſo many in- 
ſtances, that bodies in this condition were not the 
irreclaimable ſubjects of death; that many of the 
friends of man in Europe, united with the valua- 


3 0 On OT 
ble defign of inveſtigating the iureſt means of re- 
covering the dormant powers. They immediate. 

ly prepared funds to carry their beneficent views 
into effect. Bleſſed be our Maker, ingenious! cu- 
rioſity and kindneſs of heart are not confined to 
climates, but dwell, wherever man dwells in a 
ſtate of ſociety, and favourable to improvement. 
It muſt ratify our feelings, to conſider that the 
neceſſary information upon this ſubject excited 
a likeneſs of ſpirit here; and originated this 80. 
ciety. The conſequences of theſe inſtitutions 
have been happy. Many have lived through 
their good El ciency been uſeful to others; 
and have enjoyed themſelves; who otherwiſe, 
would have become inhabitants of the grave, 
where there is no work, device, wiſdom or knowl- 
edge. The modes of moſt favourably treating 
bodies in this ſituation have been, and are now the 
object of attention to the philoſophick minds of 
medical gentlemen. They have gradually im- 
proved; and will no doubt, become far more ju- 
dicious and ſucceſsful, than they are at preſent. 
A conſideration that we are ſmall and incapa- 
ble, when compared with larger and wealthier 
ſocieties of the ſame name, in other countries, 
ſhould be no mortification to us. We are a | 
in its nature, of large growth, of plentiful, and 
moſt valuable fruit, in an indulgent ſituation. 
If we cultivate our foil with care; and encour- 
age our increaſe with cautious induſtry, we ſhall 
in future time become a large and ſpreading tree, 
which, with its branches and foliage, will afford 
ſhelter to the miſerable; and, with its fruits, 
cheer and ſtrengthen them. Does not the ſpirit 
of our text amply juſtify us in our wiſhes and 
endeavours, to accompliſh the purpoſes of our inſti · 
tution? Our intention is to reſtore life and vi- 
gour to thoſe, who are in appearance, dead; and 
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who will ſoon be really ſo, if they are not almoſt 
inſtantly relieved. Is not this an object worthy; 
our anxious concern, and ſpirited exertion 7 
LIE is valuable to ſociety; It is intereſting to 
relatives and friends. And it is of ineſtimable 
Population is of more importance to ſtates, 
than filver and gold, or the moſt precious ſtones. 
They may be immenſely rich in . theſe, and yet 


be poor, and unrenowned: . But; when fill 


et 
po led 
with inhabitants, they have the capacity of ren- 
dering tbemſelves as rich and powerful, as reſpect- 
able and happy, as their natural ſituation admits. 
Wiſe. Legiflators therefore, have ever laboured 
with great ſolicitude, to increaſe, by proper 
means, the number of their people. T1 can- 
not but highly eſteem them, every ſociety of men, 
which regards the preſervation of life, often en- 
dangered by 8 ſudden phrenzy of paſ- 1 
ſion, and innumerable accidents, which can nei- TT 
ther be foreſeen, nor prevented . In purſuit of our 
deſign therefore, we are promoting 3. important 
intereſt of the civil community, of which we are 
happy in being mem bees. 
"With what. anxiety, and extreme diſtreſs, do 
parents and near relatives, behold their children, 
and other, dear connections, by unexpected acci- 
cident, with all the ſymptoms: of death before 
them! With what delight do they perceive the 
ſigns of returning motion] With what exſtacy, 
the unequiyocal proofs of reſtored life | May we 
not then, juſtly congratulate; ourſelves, in bang , 
inſtrumental in relieving ſuch exceſs of miſery, 
in communicating ſuch unſpeakable enjoyment ?_. 
Taking mankind together, there are but com- 
5 paratively few, who agree with the deſcription in 
ede, in ths days they hall de 
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death, and ſhall not find it; and ſhall deſite to 
die, and death ſhall flee from them.“ The ap- 
prehenſion of death is to mankind almoſt univer- 
fally, diſheartening and fad. They deprecate 
death, as the foreſt calamity. which can befal 
them. The good man, beſides the ſtrong animal 
attachment which he has for life, wiſhes to live 
that he may be more prepared to die. He has 
connections, whom he cannot leave in a world 
behind him, which ofttimes proves inhoſpitable 
and cruel, without painful reluctance. ' The bad 
man knows, that by death,” he ſhall Joſe all his 
preſent enjoyments. He dreads the juſt judg- 
ment of God in fature ſcenes of being, if taken 
from probation, in his preſent moral condition: 
He reſolves, that he will act a wiſer, and better 
part hereafter, if his life may be ſpared; and oa = 
Hape, will carry his refylution.into effect. Where 
then, is our humanity, if we refuſe to haſten for- 
ward to their relief, when endangered'by.death ; W 
and to afford them the moſt efficacious aids we. 
are able? Vet we cannot, to thoſe we have partic- 
ularly in contemplation, unlefs we forget all 
other afflicted perſons; and make them the 
whole object of our attention. All their activity 
has at preſent ceaſed; and will in a few moments, 
be gone forever; unleſs by immediate, prudent, 
and inceſſant application, on the part of thoſe 
around them, their fenfibility be rene wet. 
In addition to the proviſion, made by this Soc 
ety for thoſe who are threatened with death, by 
either of the cauſes which have been mentioned, 
it has 5 kind providence to the 
ſhip-wrecked failor. Our brethren of the ſea 
have peculiar claims upon us, for our humane at- 
tention. This coaſt is eminently dangerous at 
the cold and ſtormy ſeaſon of the year. And 
then our ſailors uſually meet with their moſt cru 
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el diſaſters. Vet at this ſeaſon, they muſt be up- 


om it, as well as the more ſafe and pleaſant. With 
courage, they expoſe. thernſelves to all the riſks 
and dangers of a moſt adventrous ſituation. By 
their labours, they are a rich ſource of convenience 
and wealth to their country ; and by their reſolu- 
tion and hardy habits, a powerful mean of defend- 
ing it, when attacked. Say ye, who feel for 
another's woe l Is not the ſhip-wrecked ſailor an 
object deſerving your-tendereſt kio, your gener- 
ous compaſſion! Worn out with watching, over- 
ſtrained labour, and that conflict of paſſions which 
is ſeverely painful, his life hangs. in doubt before 
him. The recovery of land which he beholds 
with eager eyes, appears the only means of ſafety. 
H) be value of the prize, and the force of deſpair, 
brace the ſyſtem again; and he plunges into more 
threatening danger, that he may ſeize it. He 


ſucceeds: he treads again upon firm ground; and 


for a moment, thinks himſelf fafe. But wet, 
cold, and hungry, he becomes torpid and inactive; 
and is convinced that he muſt die, notwithſtand- 
ing all his exertions, unleſs he is ſoon relieved. 

= Yet alas ! there is no friend near him; there is 
no hoſpitable country around him! He feebly 
travels hs Bs to find them, though with flender 


encouragement. At this moment of high diſtreſs, 
with what tranſport of joy muſt; he behold the 


= humble ſhed, which we have erected ; and find 
a ſupply of the neceſſaries he needs. Then, the 
= bleſſing of him that is ready to periſh, will de- 


& ſcend upon us, with a fervency of defire, which can- 


not be expreſſed. A hleſſing, which, if we have 
a due degree of compaſhon we ſhall never eſteem 
our expences upon theſe occaſions, too much to 
Were we diſpoſed to enlarge the bounds of our 
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we are preſented by the 1 of God, at this 
period, and ſhall probably in future time, with 
objects which claim a large ſhare of expence. I 
mean our countrymen in Algiers, the arch domin- 
ion of pirates, the exiſtence of which is a perpet- 
"ual diſgrace to all the regular governments on 
earth. How degraded, and keenly afflictive the con- 
dition of our countryman in that land of uncon- 
trouled barbarians ! He has loſt that command of 
himſelf, in which he boaſted as his firſt diſtine- 
tion. He wearsthe badge of a vile ſlave; and muſt 


obey the orders of an imperious and cruel taſk- 


maſter. Inſtead of the conveniences, to which he 
has been accuſtomed, he lies down upon the cold 
pavement, after exceſſive labour, with nothing 
to cover him. His allowance of food is penuri- 


ous; and of ſuch a kind, as he would have re- 


jected at home, with diſdain. He is ſeverely 
baſtinadoed without room for expoſtulation, or 
even the gratification of an indignant look. , He 
muſt ſubmit to his fate] And, O, how painful 
the reflection, he knows not that it will ever be 
exchanged for a better! Have pity upon me, 
have pity upon me, for the hand of God hath 
touched me,” is his impaſſioned addreſs to all 
who know his circumſtances. And their hearts 
muſt be harder than the nether millſtone, who 
can hear it with indifference. _ E 
II. Theſe, and other good purpoſes of human- 
ity, are more likely to be ſecured by ſocieties form- 
ed to ſuperintend and promote them, than by in- 
dividuals free from ſuch obligations. W 


Whilſt unaſſociated for theſe merciful and be- 
neficent ends, we may ſtill be humane: Vet, it is 
by no means likely, that we ſhall know” of 10 

many objects who deſerve our compaſſion and 
aſſiſtance, nor that we ſhall ſo regularly exert our- 

{elves for their relief. Seldom, unleſs under par- 


3 1 
% / % ooh. kt. 
= ticular obligation, do we ſeek out objects of cha- 
nity. We pleaſe ourſelves with an idea, that we 
have ſatisfied all the demands of humanity, when 
we look with kindneſs upon the miſerable as we 
accidentally meet with them. No ſooner do we 
part from them, than they are forgotten by us; 
and our affiſtance ccaſes. But, in the ſpirit of 
our Society, we riſe above this indifference to hu- 
man. woe. We ſearch for the miſerable ourſelves. 
We encourage others to give us notice of them, 
W whereſoever they are. Our relief is immediate; 
W and continues whilſt it is needed. We hold them 
up before our minds and paſſions, as deſerving 
our attention : the only Way, according to the 
conſtitution of our nature, of producing uniform 
| | kindneſs to the diſtreſſed.” by 4. 4 | : 8 5 Bara * 150 0 ; 
= A larger fund will probably be raiſed by us, for 
the relief of the unhappy, when united together 
for their beneifit, than When diſconnected.” Our 
Y -fociation will luſtratethis remark.” Our annu- | 
Y -! contribution we have reaſon to'think, produces 
a larger ſum of money for the particular objects of 
our charity, than would be collected from us act- 
ing fingly. Forgetfulneſs, abſence from ſpecta- 
cles of diftrefs, varying humour, do not operate 
in this ſituation. ts iy is fixed and regular; 
for it is the condition of our memberthip. More- 
over, may not thoſe, who have the moſt generouſ- 
ly expended to enlarge our capacity of doing good, 
acknowledge without difhonour, that they have 
been powerfully influenced by their fituation? Max 
ve not Ane declare, that, in this ſituation, 
e- we have done more for our unfortunates, than we 
's Wl ſhould otherwiſe. Whilſt ſympathy continues a 
part of human nature, it will ever remain true, 
that mankind, when in company, are more likely 
to be excited to pious, heroick, and humane acts, 
than when alone ; truth appears before them with 
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tions, on the fide of thoſe who ſuffer, whilſt they 
have neither the leiſure, nor the firmneſs neceſſary 
| do avoid them. But under the direction of ſo- 
ay ciety, demands. will be examined-with ſtri& at- 
tention either by the whole body, or by choſen 
Fenn, MB Fon 
ſſbility. The credulity of the one will be coun- 
teracted by the. EO zenetration of another. 
The too lively ſenſibili AE the one, by the great- 
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er calmneſs and circumſpection of another. 
Our example allo may excite others to unite 
with us. Perhaps, they will do it with a ſincere 
defire of alleviating human miſery ; for man, de- 
\praved as any perſon may think bin, is not with- 
out kind propenſities. Perbaps, from their love | 
of diſtinction. And, what diſtinction can be more 
honourable, than that of the friend of man? It is 
neceſſary our : ſociety ſhould be known to gain it 
this influence. For this purpoſe we are Well con- 
| ſtituted: Our publick meetings and ſervices, our 
paubliſhrments, medals, and pecuniary diſtributions, 
M will cauſe our light to ſhine conſpicuouſly before 
he % ( ie wes eos 
We have nothing then, to do upon the preſent 
F occaſion, but to devote ourſelves, with a renewed 
and warmer zeal, to the great objects of our in- 
ſtitution. We ſhall then, act a worthy part. Ac- 
cording to our humble capacity, we ſhall affociate - 
ourſelves with God, the great parent af benefi- 
cence, and Jeſus, his expreſs image, who continu- 
ally ſuſtain, and cheer univerſal nature, the whole 
vatural and moral ward; We ſhall be of the 
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hee; who not only contem- 
jon and mercy with cool” 
of affection, which 


Bigler tage 0 of 
plate works of 
approbation, but with a degree 


is a continual cauſe: of * and generous action. 


Our fellow SEFtures o know us; will” eſteem 
us, and hail us ie. We fall enjoy within 
ourſelves, dae fatisfaQtion-x and pleaſure. 1 
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III. Hutnanity'i 4 term of very Eden de fg. | 
nification.” It © comprehends 1 mth compaſ- 
ſton, pity ac mercy” to the afflifted*': Not only 
to this individual or claſs of the miſerable, but to 
the whole company of every nation, kindred; and 


; tongue, whatever the form, or particular — 
of their diſtreſs: nor on! ow 10. bi: all thoſe la- 


bours and exertions, whi meren the accomo-" 
dation of men, and fender their abode here more 
pleaſant and delightful. We live in a period of 
ſtage of Society, favourable to 
every charitable inftitution, and 4 u teful improve- 
ment. With reſpe et to the civilized part of Eu- 
rope, this «perhaps, may with juſtice be termed 
the age of humanity. Education and affluence 
have 1 Ig. ſoften, the heart, and render the 
f. liberal and Uegant v views, as well 
as render eaſy the ex pence of charitable inſtitu- 


tions, and works of public convenience and mag- 
1 nificence. ' Never were the poot and miſerable 


more ge A taken care of. ' Never were 
works of 1 75 tility, and ſplendour, proſecuted 
with more irit ſince the brilliant period of the 
fine arts in $6; ancient Greek and Roman empires. 

We are faſt follow ing in this courſe, which moſt 
honourably diſtinguiſnes man from the lower 
creatures on earth, and civilized man from the 
barbarous of his ſpecies. Gone through with the 
neceſſities and hardſhips of thoſe, ap firſt ſettle 


* eaſy in our circumſtan- 5 
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16 
ces, though not affluent, ſtom the , produce; of 


agriculture, mechanic arts, and. commerce, w P; 
ata amend. in our buildings, in. the i Ne- 


provement of our lands, and the convenience and, 


lay what they pleaſe, in theſe weſtern cout tries 

egant minds; and, u ad 
events alter our ſituation, may exhibit human na- 
ture in as favourable. a point of view as it has ever 
yet appeared. Often, in meditation upon the 
cauſes of national proſyerity and happineſs, have I, 
forwarded my fervent prayer to the great arbiter, 
of events, that our country might diſplay a ſcene to. 
the world, which has never yet appeared. That, 
inſtead of the expenſive. oftetation, of European. 
courts, inſtead of warsof ambition, inflead of the 
immenſe ſums expendedto gratity the pride and fat 
vourite humours of State Miniſters.z.our revenues, 
might be conſecrated. to. the more xcaſonable pur. 
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1 finiſh with a efletion which becomes my 
rn er, and the place in which I ſtand ; and 
which it is of infinite conſequence we ſhould ſa- 
credly regard. It has been obſerved by thoſe 
who have ſeriouſſy and critically attended to hu- 
man manners, that, as the ſpirit of humanity, in- 
creaſes, we grow more indifferent to piety, chriſ- 
tian inſtitutions, and good morals. The reflection 
is of a moſt humiliating nature. Let us ſtrive 
with our utmoſt ſtrength, and with earneſt enireaty 
to God for his aiding grace, to contradict its uni- 
verſal propriety. PieTy is the only baſis, from 
= which ariſes a conſiſtent, a ene and perma- 
nent moral character, chat uniformly ** honeſt 
man, the nobleſt work of God,” who will be an 
8 heir of his everlaſting, and richeſt bleſſings. And, 
when we ſearch with laborious ſtudy, all the in- 
ſtructions of wiſdom with Which mankind, in va- 
rious ages, have been favoured, we ſhall find, when 
compared with the goſpel they are like a feeble 
lamp, oppoſed to the ſun ſhining in all his bright; 
neſs; that CHRISTIANITY is indeed, the far 
moſt efficient means of all that is great and od, 
conſiſtent and noble in mankind. . 
May we be formed to its ſpirit, and inherit its 
eternal bleſſings, through Jeſus Chriſt. 
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Tack NOWLEDGE myſelf to be under the greateſt obligations 


++ as — 


* 


- = ol — c» * £ nc 5 


— 7 2 B 
- ow Þ iO — 
E 


2 


—— 


to the Humane OE in the town of Boſton, to which inſtitution 
I owe the reſtoration to life, of one of my children, a boy two years 
and a half old, from drowning. Perhaps, an account of it, and my 
manner of treating him may not be uſeleſs to the community. 
From the beſt calculation, which I can make from the circumſtances 
that attended it, he muſt have been under water, at leaſt twenty minutes 
in Connecticut river. When found, he was lying on his back with 
his eyes open, in about three feet of water: And when taken out by 
my man, was ſtiff and black (as he terms of without the leaſt ſigus of 
life. From an idea that his body was full of water, he br t him 
face downwards, with one hand under his breaft, the diſtance of one 
hundred rods, to my houſe. When brought to me, he was ſo ſwelled 
that I could not own him for my child: it appears to me, that he was 
Kvelled to the growth of one year, I ſtripped him and wiped the 9 

mucus matter out of his mouth, asſoon as poſſible; ut him into a ſo 

blanket; took him into my arms and carried him about the room, for 
the ſpace of ten minutes, rolling him gently; in which time, he purg- 
ed and cried out twice, and then feemed to fall away into a Twoon; I 
then put him into a warm bed; anointed his temples &c. with cam- 
N ſpirits, which ſoon produced another paroxiſm ; and which 

I found more ſevere than the firſt, Ihe paroxiſms continued at inter- 
vals of about twelve minutes each, until he recovered ; which was 
about three hours. From what I obſerved, ita pears to me, that there 
is great danger from too ſudden à reſtoration. Bras the paroxiſms, 
he was in ſuch extreme diſtreſs, that 1 found it might produce convul- 

ſions. To avoid which, at their return, I fanned him, which ſerved to 

| abate the inflammation. - And which ſeems extraordinary, he cannot 
be told of his falling into the water, and being drowned, without being 
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verry much vexed at the mentioning it. DU 2 
I wiſh the manner of treating drowned perſons were more generally 
| known. A gentleman, paſſing t e ferry at the time my child was drown- 
ed, who 1 NG was a phy ſician, out of humanity, called at my 
houſe. And after examining, adviſed to rolling on a caſk, I was 
ſurpriſed, that he was ſo ignorant of the methods, which ought to be 
uſed in ſuch a caſe. He 3 to Connecticut, I conjecture; and 
if I had ſet out on a journey that day, as I expected, he would have 
rolled him out of the world. Of this I have no doubt, as there was no 
YE perſon near, acquainted with the directions given by the Humane So- 
ciety, in ſuch caſes. From a conviction of the carefulneſs of the 
means, preſcribed by the Society, in ſuch cafes, I intend to procure 
me an apparatus, as my ſituation is ſuch, that accidents of the kind 
may often occur. : JJC ĩð yn "OM 
_ ES I am, Sir, with ſentiments of the higheſt reſpet, 
I | your moſt humble ſervant, © 
'F Fs ZEBINA STEBBINS, - 
Rev. Dr. PARRER. e 
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recommended by the Society, were firſt uſed. 
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RYAN, by REPORT 
| Fa 
T*HE Committee appointed by the Truſtees, of the Humane Soci- 
| ty at this meeting, on the firſt Monday of Auguſt, 179g, to give, 
a ſtatement of the caſe of James Ryan, of * who was in im- 
minent danger of drowning, on the goth of June, find, that he, with 
five. or ſix other perſons, was bathing in the waters of the Mill. Creek, | 
in that town, communicating. with Cambridge Bay; and flepping in 
beyond his depth, was carried into the Riream ; ſo that he was not able 


to recover the ſhore ; and being alarmed, ſank. One of the perſons: 


: bathin with him, ſeized him a$ ſoon A8 e aroſe; and endeavoured , | 


to get him to the ſhore : but findigg himſelf unable to effect it, let him 
Upon which, Ryan ſunk again, as he had no power to help 


5 Fümſell, and there was no other of the perſons 3 who dared to 
venture in after him, But Mr. Luke Morſe 


| anding by, called to 
Mr. John Whitney, at the diſtance of four or five rods, for aſſiſtance; 
he immediately ran to the ſpot, and ſtripped himſelf, and plunging into 


W the water, found Ryan at the bottom, about two or three, rods com 


the ſhore, He raiſed him to the top of the water; and had made 
ſome progreſs towards the ſhore : but as he was a very heavy man, he 
was obliged to let him go again. As ſoon hewever, as he could re» 
cover, himſelf, he dove again, and raiſed him once more; and brought 
him ſo near the ſhore as 5 the aſſiſtance of Mr. Morſe, to get him 
on to the land. Ryan's hands were clinched and filled with gravel 


ind he was without any figns of life. In this ſtate he continued for 


about ten minutes, when he began to revive ; but it was near twenty 
four hours, before he was fully recovered, from the time the means 


| Upon a computation of all the foregoing circumſtances, it appears 
had — 


to your Committee probable, that Ryan been in a Rate of 
| bility about twenty minutes. ee! „ 
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O the 5th of September, 1 93, A. B. aged 40, of a very robuſt 


". conſtitution, who, it is {aid had for ſeveral days diſcovered a de- 
gree of inſanity, leaped from one of che wharves" in the middle ok 
Charles river bridge. He ſays, that he never could ſwim; but ap- 
peared ſometimes to take a few ſtrokes, and then went under water, 

though not far below the ſurface, For two or three minutes, he 1 
with his face covered, and nothing viſible but his hair. Having been ib 
the water ten or cee minds, be wes taken up apparently dead, by 


— 


— 


Aoration of a child, lately recovered there, it is as follows : 281 
A ſon of Mr. Gamaliel Leonard, in the town of Fairhaven, in Ver- 
mont, was playing with other children, near a Sawmill that was going, 

and fell into the five; and they ſay, was under water at leaſi ten 


v4. 


ſome perſons who went in two boats from Charleſtown ; and after being 


Landed, was brought eighteen or twenty rods, in a horizontal poſture, 


with his. face downwards, to the houſe of Richard Devens, Eſq one of 
the members of the Humane Society, where every thing neceſſary was 


immediately furniſhed. At this place, I found htm ſtripped, wrapped 
in a Planie, and the by - ſtanders beginning to rub Rm. 2s PPC 


face was 
very much ſwoln, and the brain crowded, probably from his being laid 


over a thwart in the boat, with the head hanging down 3 by which it 
was ſuppoſed, that the water would be i 0g Wo from his ſtomach. 
Slight ſpaſms of the breaſt were perceptible ; but the circulations in 
the extremities had ceaſed ; and thete was every reaſon to expect an 


_ unfavourable iſſue. I immediately injected warm water into the inteſ- 


tines; poured ſome\ſpirits into the mouth; put him in a warm bed; 
2nd continued the rubbing, with the hands, and with woollens dippe 
in hot ſpirits. Under this treatment; the reſpiration was gradually re- 


flored. And, as ſoon as he was able to ſwallow, I gave a full doſe of 


tartar emetic, ſuppoting he had eaten a hearty dinner, (this was about 
three o'clock, P. M.) which remained in an undigeſted ſtate, He had 


been out of the water about three quarters of an hour before the action 
ok the lun permitted an attempt to ſpeak. The breathing was now 


very laborious, with an apoplectick countenance, and a hard full pulſe, 


I therefore, bled him —_— ; Which evidently gave relief. The ſto- 


mach and inteſtines were thoroughly evacuated by the operation of the 


medicine. And in about five hours from the time he was taken out 


of the water, he was carried home (about one mile) in a carriage. 
OL TRIER th wet >, _ JOSIAH BARTLETT. 
— CuARrLESTOWN, Sept. 10, 1794. 8 e ' 


| The Rev. ISAAC BACKUS's LETTER to the CO RRE. 
'  PONDING SECRETARY. 3 


FF e 
| fad September, 1989, I received a printed letter from your Society, 


encloling a paper of direttions how to act with a perſon drowned 


or apparently dead, for the recovery of life, if poſſible ; and another 


paper Which informs ſeamen of houſes, which you have built in four 
Places for their relief, if ſhipwrecked, But as I hve ata diſtance from 
the ſea, and my circumſtances did not enable me to contribute to the 
expence of your Society, I faw no way how I could be ſerviceable to 
you, and therefore, returned no anſwer. But as I ſaw three perſons 
| age who were born among us, but have lived of late in Vermont, 
om whence they came laſt week, I ſhall give you an account of the re- 


minutes, and was apparently drowned. Yet by being brought into 2 
duſe, and laid near a fre, and uſing the means which theſe perſons 


- 


25 
who went from hence remembered to have read in your publications; in 
about twelve or fifteen minutes, the boy recovered; and they left him 
well the laſt week. This was about a month after he was apparently 
drowned. He is about ſix years old. 5 . | 

Thus one life is ſaved by means of the publications of your Society, 
which may give encouragement to perſevere in ſo good a cauſe. 
From your humble ſervant, _ 1 
„ 5 1I8SAAC BAC RUS: 
Middleborough, January 24, 1794. 
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